

ESPA’s Levi Says It’s Not About A Democratic Or Republican Senate
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Though same-sex marriage is now legal in New York, members of the LGBT activist community still have a slew of measures it would like to see passed, namely the Gender Expression Non-Discrimination Act.

And while the chances of the measure actually passing and getting to the floor for a vote bode well under a Democratic-controlled state Senate, Empire State Pride Agenda Executive Director Ross Levi doesn’t necessarily support the party taking over the chamber.

“We’re actually concerned looking member to member,” Levi told me. “The pride agenda has a long history getting important things passed for our community under Democrats and Republicans. The question for us is how many pro-LGBT candidates can we get into office. That means we have to be equally supportive of Democrats who have been there a long time and have done the right thing, but we also have to make sure to be supportive of fair-minded Republicans who have done the right thing.”
It’s not unusual for Levi, a key lobbyist in the successful same-sex marriage push, to not say whether he backs Democrats or Republicans controlling the Senate writ large. Levi actually said back in pre-marriage days of 2010 that a Republican-led Senate was actually a good thing for the gay community, leading to lots of scoffing from the more activist-y wing.

But his comments underscore the difficulty Democrats may have in tapping into the donor base of wealthy LGBT activists, who cut checks to Republican Sens. Mark Grisanti, Jim Alesi, Roy McDonald and Stephen Saland, who all voted in favor of the bill.

At the same time, those Republicans may face trouble from the conservative wing of the party (and even scoring the Conservative Party’s nomination).

McDonald may face a challenge on his right flank from Assemblyman Steve McLaughlin, depending on how redistricting shakes out. Grisanti, meanwhile, is not assured of the local Conservative Party’s endorsement.

The full interview with Levi airs this evening at 8 and 11:30.
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